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     We are often asked, what is Rotary?  It can sometimes be difficult to give a quick and easy answer.  Rotary is about so many things:  friendship and fellowship, international understanding and cooperation, vocational ethics and community leadership.  All these values brought us to Rotary, and all are reasons why we stay.
     But first and foremost, Rotary is about service and putting Service Above Self.  Rotary was founded for fellowship, but it quickly grew into an organization where people who wanted to serve others came together to do it – better, more effectively, and more enjoyably than they could have alone.  We’re members of our clubs so we can work through them to help others.  That is why we’re Rotarians.  That is why we’re here.

     The four Avenues of Service are, and always will be, central to Rotary’s work.  They help us find balance in our choice of projects and aid us in achieving the Object of Rotary.  Through Club Service, Vocational Service, Community Service, and International Service, we strive to uphold this ideal.  Every project we carry out – every playground we refurbish, every well we dig, every adult we teach to read, and every child we immunize against polio – makes the world we all live in a bit better, a bit healthier, a bit happier.  And it demonstrates to others that in the long term, we do not succeed professionally despite our commitment to doing what is right – we succeed because of it.
