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     Most of us remember just where we were when we heard the first horrific reports about the tsunami of December 26, 2004.  More likely than not, we were with family, settled into a contented holiday languor.  Shocked, we were riveted to the television.  We counted our blessings and hugged our loved ones.  Like people everywhere, we wrote checks, organized clothing drives, attended fundraisers.  And then the world moved on to the next tragedy.  These days, disaster fatigue seems endemic, as one disaster follows the next.  So what’s a right-minded Rotarian to do?  How should Rotarians and Rotary International respond?  These are complicated questions, with no easy answers.  To learn what works- and what doesn’t – we went straight to Rotarians on the front lines.  Though each disaster is unique, we found that Rotary’s greatest strength lies in its networks of members, global and local, who are working together, day after day, year after year, to rebuild communities.  Simply put, Rotarians do not move on.
