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     Rotary’s commitment to global polio eradication began in 1979 with a five-year project to immunize six million Philippine children against this devastating disease.  In taking up polio eradication as its first corporate project in 1985, Rotary embarked on an ambitious fundraising campaign that garnered $247 million by 1988.  Faced with a funding gap to finish the job of eradication, Rotarians raised over $129 million in the second fundraising campaign, launched in 2002-03.  By the time the world is certified polio-free, Rotary’s contributions to the global polio eradication effort will exceed $600 million.
     But equally important is the volunteer army of Rotarians who promote National Immunization Days (NIDs), travel by camel and helicopter to bring the vaccine to children in remote areas, and negotiate cease-fires so that NIDs can take place in war-torn countries.  Since 1985, more than two billion children have been immunized against polio, and polio cases have declined more that 99 percent.
